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EDITORIAL 


THE     HARDEST     THING 


By  EZRA  L.  MARLER 


I  N  the  realm  of  human  possibility,  perhaps 
'  the  hardest  thing  in  the  world  to  do  is 
to  live  the  truly  Christian  life.  When  one 
analyzes  the  outline  of  Christian  require* 
ments  he  cannot  but  be  impressed  with  ''ie 
extent  of  the  sacrifice  and  the  completeness 
of  surrender  that  is  asked.  He  who  thinks, 
well  may  wonder  why  it  is  so.  Why  should 
the  saving  plan  of  the  Master  include  such 
an  aggregation  of  so  difficult  things?  Let 
us  look  at  just  a  few  items  in  the  great 
catalogue  of  Christian  teaching  : 

"  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before 
me."  On  first  thought  the  adherent  to 
Christian  faith  may  say,  "  That  is  very 
easy.  We  believe  in  but  the  one  God  and 
place  Him  foremost  in  our  religious 
thought."  But  is  it  so  easy!  We  wor- 
ship God  through  faith  alone.  We  have 
not  seen  Him ;  neither  have  we  come  in 
contact  with  Him  through  any  of  our 
physical  senses.  There  are  many,   many 

things  that  are  very  dear  to  us — things 
which  make  tangible  appeal,  crying  aloud 
for  first  place  in  our  fealty  and  affection. 
Among  them  are  self  and  self-achievements 
in  knowledge,  fame  and  influence.  Then 
there  are  parents,  children,  husband,  wife, 
home,  houses  and  lands,  au  omobiles,  busi- 
ness— wealth.  Does  God  and  His  work 
take  precedence  in  our  minds  and  hearts 
over  all  of  these?  How  many  of  us  could 
stand  under  the  test  given  to  Abraham  re- 
garding his  son  Isaac  ;  or  that  of  Isaac,  no; 
at  the  time  a  child  but  a  young  man 
probably  in  his  twenties,  who  willingly  sub- 
mitted himself  as  the  sacrifice  of  his  father 
because  he  believed  it  to  be  the  will  of  the 
Lord.  Who  of  us  could   stand   the   tes 

applied  by  the  Master  to  the  rich  young  ruler 
calling  for  the  sacrifice  of  all  of  this  world's 
goods  and  for  a  life  consecrated  to  religious 
service?  Those  requirements  are  made  of 
all  Christians  daily,  though  in  a  less  com- 
plete and  specific  way.  let  all  Christians 
and  particularly  Latter-day  Saints  answer 
whether  or   not   they  have   any   other   gods 


before  Him. 
Again  : 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,    and   with   all   thy   soul,   and 
with   all   thy   mind.        This   is  the   first 
and    great    commandment.       And    the 
second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 
All  of  us  recognize  and  the  world  to-day 
demonstrates    the    difficulty    of    these   com- 
mandments of  the  law.        There  also  is  in 
demonscration  to-day  the  dire  need  of  their 
being    lived.  Thoughtful    observers    the 

world  over  agree  that  if  these  two  require- 
ments were  complied  with  the  uncertainty, 
insecurity,  fear,  want,  suffering  and  horror 
that  now  grip  the  world  would  disappear. 

Within  our  own  organization  the  living  of 
this  law  of  love  would  transform  heartaches 
into  happiness  and  failures  into  successes. 
It  would  make  of  us  a  people  such  as  the 
people  of  Enoch  and  the  millenium  of  peace 
would  be  upon  us.  Would  that  every 
Latter-da\  Saint  could  realize  that  every 
word  said  against  his  brother  or  sister  in 
the  Church  is  a  word  against  the  work  of 
the  Lord  to  which  he  has  pledged  his  full 
allegiance.  Every  influence  exerted  in 
opposition  to  fellow  members  and  officers  is 
a  factor  of  weakness  woven  into  the  fabric 
of  God's  great  Church.  He  who  speaks 
such  word  or  exerts  such  influence  is  a 
wrecker  of  that  which  he  has  covenanted 
to  build — he  tears  down  the  roof  from  his 
own  head. 

But  really  it  is  hard  to  love  our  neigh- 
bours as  ourselves. 

Not  only  is  the  true  Christian  required  to 

love  God  and  his  neighbour,  but  note  this  : 

I  say  unto  you.     Love  your  enemies,  bless 

them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 

that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which 

despitefully     use     you,     and     persecute 

you.  .  .  . 

For  if  ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what 

(Continued  on  page  146.) 
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LESSED  is  the  nation  whose  God  is 
the  Lord,  and  the  people  whom  he 
hath  chosen  for  his  own  inheritance  " 
(Psalms  33:12).  So  said  the  Psalmist. 
This  saying  it  would  be  well  for  the  people 
of  America  to  remember. 

No  nation  has  been  more  greatly  blessed 
than  has  the  United  States.  We  live  in  a 
land  which  has  been  called  choice  above 
all  other  lands  by  divine  pronouncement. 
The  Lord  has  watched  over  it  with  a  jealous 
care  and  has  commanded  its  people  to  serve 
Him  lest  His  wrath  be  kindled  against  them 
and  His  blessings  be  withdrawn.  Our 
government  came  into  existence  through 
divine  guidance.  The  inspiration  of  the 
Lord  rested  upon  the  patriots  who'  estab- 
lished it,  and  inspired  them  through  the 
dark  days  of  their  struggle  for  independence 
and  through  the  critical  period  which  fol- 
lowed that  struggle  when  they  framed  our 
glorious  Constitution  which  guarantees  to 
all  the  self-evident  truth  proclaimed  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  "  that  all 
men  are  created  equal :  that  they  are  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
alienable rights  :  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  That 
is  to  say,  it  is  the  right  of  every  soul  to 
have  equal  and   unrestricted   justice   before 


the  law,  equal  rights  to  worship  according 
to  the  dictates  of  conscience  and  to  labour 
according  to  the  individual  inclinations,  in- 
dependently of  coercion  or  compulsion. 
That  this  might  be,  the  Lord  has  said,  "  I 
established  the  Constitution  of  this  land, 
by  the  hands  of  wise  men  whom  I  raised 
up  unto  this  very  purpose  and  redeemed  the 
land  by  the  shedding  of  blood  "  (D.  and  C. 
101  :8o). 

The  founders  of  this  nation  were  men  of 
humble  faith.  Many  of  them  saw  in  vision 
a  glorious  destiny  for  our  government,  pro- 
vided we  would  faithfully  continue  in  the 
path  of  justice  and  right  with  contrite  spirits 
and  humble  hearts,  accepting  the  divine 
truths  which  are  found  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. The  appeal  of  these  men  has  echoed 
down  the  passing  years  with  prophetic 
warning  to  the  succeeding  generations, 
pleading  with  them  to  be  true  to  all  these 
standards  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of 
our  government.  This  country  was 
founded  as  a  Christian  nation,  with  the 
acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Redeemer 
of  the  world.  It  was  predicted  by  a  pro- 
phet of  old1  that  this  land  would  be  a  land 
of  liberty  and  it  would  be  fortified  against 
all  other  nations  as  long  as  its  inhabitants 

1  Lehi  in  Book  of  Mormon,  2  Nephi  1 :7. 
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would  serve  Jesus  Christ ;  but  should  the> 
stray  from  the  Son  of  God,  it  would  cease 
to  be  a  land  of  liberty  and  His  anger  be 
kindled  against  them. 

It  is  a  sad  reflection,  but  one  that  cannot 
be  successfully  refuted,  that  we  have  for- 
gotten the  admonition  which  has  come  down 
to  us,  just  as  Israel  forgot  the  command- 
ments which  would  have  blessed  that 
nation  in  the  land  of  Canaan  forever  had 
they  been  observed.  In  forsaking  these 

laws  we  stand  in  danger  of  punishment  be- 
cause they  forsook  the  Lord  and  failed  to 
repent  and  accept  the  warnings  of  their 
prophets. 

Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  there  has 
been  a  gradual  straying  from  the  sacred 
teachings  which  we  have  received.  In  later 
years  we  have,  in  fact,  fulfilled  the  prophecy 
of  Paul : 

This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  days 
perilous  times   shall  come. 

For  men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  blas- 
phemers, disobedient  to  parents,  un- 
thankful,  unholy, 

Without  natural  affection,  truce- 
breakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent, 
fierce,  despisers  of  those  that  are  good, 

Traitors,  heady,  highminded,  lovers  of 
pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  Goo". 

Having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  deny- 
ing the  power  thereof  (II  Timothy  5  :i-5). 
This  is  a  very  severe  indictment  made  by 
Paul;  but  can  we  honestly  deny  the  charge? 
The  Ten  Commandments  are  just  as  much 
the  word  of  the  Lord  to-day  as  they  were 
when  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  Sinai. 
They  have  not  been  abrogated ;  they  have 
not  been  modified  and  are  binding  upon  the 
people  with  all  the  force  which  accom- 
panied them  when  first  uttered.  As  sure 
as  we  live,  we  are  to  be  judged  by  them  and 
all  other  divine  commandments,  for  God 
will  not  permit  us  to  mock  Him  and  hold 
His  laws  in  contempt  with  impunity.2 

Have  not  the  people  of  this  land  ignored 
the  first  commandment? 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind. 

This  is  the  first  and  great   command- 
ment. 
2  Galatians  6:7. 


And   the   second   is   like   unto   it,    Thou 

shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 

On  these  two  commandments  hang  all 

the  law  and  the  prophets   (Matt.   22  :yj- 

40). 

In  other  words,  all  that  has  been  re- 
vealed for  the  salvation  of  man  from  the 
beginning  to  our  own  time  is  circum- 
scribed, included  in,  and  a  part  of  these  two 
great  laws.  If  we  love  the  Lord  with  all 
the  heart,  with  all  the  soul,  and  with  all  the 
mind,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  then 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  desired.  Then 
we  will  be  in  harmony  with  the  total  of 
sacred  law.  If  we  were  willing  to  live  in 
harmony  with  these  two  great  command- 
ments— and  we  must  do  so  eventually  if  we 
are  worthy  to  live  in  the  presence  of  God 
— then  wickedness,  jealousy,  ambition, 
covetness,  bloodshed,  and  all  sin  of  every 
nature  would  be  banished  from  the  earth. 
Then  would  come  a  day  of  eternal  peace 
and  happiness.  What  a  glorious  day  that 
would  be !  We  have  been  endowed  with 
sufficient  reason  to  know  that  such  a  stare 
is  most  desirable  and  would  establish 
among  men  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
perfect  brotherhood  of  man. 

But  as  a  people  have  we  not  forsaken 
these  commandments?  Can  we  s«y  that 
we  love  the  Lord  with  all  the  soul?  Can 
we  say  we  are  as  solicitous  for  the  welfare 
of  our  neighbour  as  we  are  for  our  own  ? 
As  we  look  about  us,  we  cannot  fail  to  see 
the  selfishness,  the  unbelief,  blasphemy, 
and  love  of  evil  which  are  found  every- 
where among  the  people,  all  revealing  to 
us  our  weakness  and  unwillingness  to  obey 
these  laws.  We  are  not  ignorant  of  the 
things  of  God,  for  they  have  been  made 
known  to  us  from  the  days  of  Adam  until 
now  and  are  recorded  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. Messengers  from  the  presence  of 
God  have  been  sent  to  the  earth  from  the 
beginning  to  establish  in  the  hearts  of  men 
and  to  reveal  to  them  all  that  is  essential 
for  man's  salvation.  If  any  among  us  is 
ignorant  of  these  things,  it  is  due  to  wilful 
rebellion.  The  Son  of  God  came  to  earth 
Himself  to  show  us  by  example  the  way  to 
eternal  life,  and  was  Himself  free  from  all 
sin.  We  cannot  excuse  ourselves  for  the 
violation  of  the  laws  of  God  on  the  ground 
of  ignorance.       With  all  of  these  command- 
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ments  before  us,  we  are  moral  agents 
responsible  to  the  Most  High  and  under 
obligation  to  be  obedient.  Nevertheless, 
because  of  the  love  of  the  things  of  the 
world  and  the  enticing  influence  of  the 
powers  of  darkness,  we  have  departed  from 
the  strait  path3  which  leads  to  life  and  which 
our  Lord  has  said  few  men  find  because 
they  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  their 
deeds  being  evil.  We  have  permitted  the 
philosophies  of  men,  which  deny  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  mock  at  the  sacred 
ordinances  of  the  gospel,  to  enter  into  our 
schools,  our  businesses,  and  our  homes, 
thus  weakening  our  faith  and  our  reverence 
for  our  Creator.  We  have  forgotten  that 
man  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  that 
the  scriptures  declare  that  we  are  His  off- 
spring, and  that  we  are  commanded  to  seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteous- 
ness. 

Are  we  keeping  our  bodies  clean  and  free 
from  all  contaminating   influences?  We 

are  informed  that  no  unclean  thing  can  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God,  that  "he  that 
is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust  still:  and  he 
which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still :  and 
he  that  is  righteous,  let  him  be  righteous 
still :  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be  holy 
still  "  (Rev.  22:11).  So  it  will  be  in  the 
judgment.  Every  man  shall  receive  a  re- 
ward according  to  his  works.  Unfor- 
tunately there  are  many  selfish,  greedy 
agencies  at  work  playing  upon  the  credulity 
and  ignorance  of  the  people,  enticing  them 
to  indulge  in  many  evil  habits  which  weaken 
and  impair  their  vitality  and  drive  them 
from  the  spiritual  guidance  promised  them 
through  their  humility  and  faith. 

Have  we  observed  the  Sabbath  day  and 
kept  it  holy?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  we  have 
looked  upon  this  law  as  being  obsolete ; 
something  suited,  perhaps  to  the  needs  of 
a  primitive  people,  who,  like  little  children, 
need  special  care,  but  not  necessary  for  us 
to  observe  in  this  modern  world  of  superior 
wisdom?  It  is  not  the  fact  that  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  this 
sacred  commandment  has  been  treated,  and 
is  being  treated,  with  absolute  contempt? 
Have  we  not  made  of  it  a  day  of  pleasure, 
of  indulgence,  and  have  we  not  lost  all  love 
for  its  sacredness?         How  can  we  expect 

3  Matt.  7:14. 


the   Lord    to   bless    us   when   we   ignore   so 
universally  this  holy  law? 

Have  we  not  forgotten  to  pray  and  to 
thank  the  Lord  for  His  mercies  and  for  His 
guidancce  in  all  that  we  do?  If  at  times 
we  have  been  requested  to  seek  the  help  of 
the  Lord  in  this  great  struggle  which  has 
deluged  the  world,  have  we  prayed  in  the 
true  spirit  of  prayer?  What  good  does  it 
do  for  us  to  petition  the  Lord,  if  we  have 
no  intention  of  keeping  His  commandments? 
Such  praying  is  hollow  mockery  and  an 
insult  before  the  throne  of  grace.  How 
dare  we  presume  to  expect  a  favourable 
answer  if  such  is  the  case?  "  Seek  ye  the 
Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon 
him  while  he  is  near  :  Let  the  wicked  for- 
sake his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him; 
and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
pardon.".  So  said  Isaiah  (Isaiah  55:6-7). 
But  is  not  the  Lord  always  near  when  we 
petition  him?  Verily  no!  He  has  said, 
"  They  were  slow  to  hearken  unto  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  their  God  ;  therefore,  the 
Lord  their  God  is  slow  to  hearken  unto  their 
prayers,  to  answer  them  in  the  day  of  their 
trouble.  In  the  day  of  their  peace  they 

esteemed  lightly  my  counsel ;  but,  in  the 
day  of  their  trouble,  of  necessity  they  feel 
after  me  "  (D.  and  C.  101  7-8).  If  we 
draw  near  unto  Him,  He  will  draw  near 
unto  us,  and  we  will  not  be  forsaken  ;  but 
if  we  do  not  draw  near  to  Him,  we  have  no 
promise  that  He  will  answer  us  in  our  # 
rebellion. 

Are  we  free  from  all  covetousness? 
Do  we  refrain  from  desiring  to  possess  un- 
justly the  property  of  others?  Have  we 
permitted  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  and  the 
desire  to  possess  that  which  is  not  our 
honest  due,  to  canker  our  souls? 

Have  we  not  come  to  look  upon  the  sacred 
and  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  as  merely  a 
civil  contract  which  may  be  broken  at  will 
on  the  slightest  whim  by  either  convenant- 
ing  party?  Has  not  divorce  become  a  blot 
upon  the  nation?  How  can  we  reconcile 
our  practices  and  the  statutes  of  many  states 
with  the  commandments  given  us  by  Jesus 
Christ  in  relation  to  the  marriage  covenant? 
The  home  is  the  foundation  of  civilization 
and    vital    to    the    safety    of    our    country. 
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When  the  home  is  destroyed,  the  foundation 
of  the  country  is  in  danger  of  destruction. 
Such  has  been  the  history  of  the  past 
among  nations.  Marriage  is  a  sacred  ordi- 
nance instituted  before  death  came  into  the 
world  when  the  Lord  said,  "  It  is  not  good 
that  the  man  should  be  alone ;  I  will  make 
him  an  help  meet  for  him  "  (Gen.  2  :i8). 

Throughout  our  land  we  see  the  tragedy 
of  broken  homes,  fathers  and  mothers 
separated,  children  denied  the  natural 
affections.  Children  have  a  right  to  the 

blessings  coming  from  this  sacred  union. 
They  are  entitled  to  the  love  and  care  of 
faithful  parents  and  the  happiness  and 
devotion  which  true  worship  brings.  When 
these  blessings  are  lost,  the  whole  com- 
munity suffers  and  the  integrity  of  govern- 
ment is  weakened.  It  is  a  shame  and  a 
disgrace  that  so  much  evil  is  coming  out  of 
broken  homes,  and  this  comes  largely  be- 
cause we  have  forgotten  God  and  our 
obligations  to  serve  and  honour  Him. 
Truly  we  have  much  room  for  repentance 
and  a  return  to  the  simple  worship  of  true 
Christianity. 

President  Calvin  Coolidge  once  said : 

Our  government  rests  upon  religion.  It 
is  from  that  source  that  we  derive  our 
reverence  for  truth  and  justice,  for 
equality  and  liberality,  and  for  the 
rights  of  mankind.  Unless  the  people 
believe  in  these  principles  they  cannot 
believe  in  our  government.  There  are 
only  two  main  theories  of  government  in 
the  world.  One  rests  on  righteousness 
and  the  other  on  force.  One  appeals  to 
reason,  the  other  appeals  to  the  sword. 
One  is  exemplified  in  a  republic,  the  other 
is  represented  .by  a  despotism. 

The  government  of  a  country  never  gets 
ahead  of  the  religion  of  a  country.  There 
is  no  way  by  which  we  can  substitute  the 
authority  of  law  for  the  virtue  of  men. 
Of  course  we  can  help  to  restrain  the 
vicious  and  furnish  a  fair  degree  of 
security  and  protection  by  legislation  and 
police  control,  but  the  real  reform  which 
society  in  these  days  is  seeking  will  come 
as  a  result  of  religious  convictions,  or 
they  will  not  come  at  all.  Peace,  justice, 
charity — these  cannot  be  legislated  into 
being.  They  are  the  result  of  Divine 
Grace.  . 


It  is  true  that  a  country  cannot  get  ahead 
of  its  religion.  The  higher  our  ideals,  the 
nearer  we  observe  divine  law,  and  the 
stronger  are  our  spiritual  forces.  No 
Christian  country  can  forsake  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  not  suffer.  In  those 
lands  in  Europe  where  paganism  has  super- 
seded the  Christian  ideals,  there  is  bound 
to  come  decay  and  eventually,  if  there  is 
no  repentance,  their  former  greatness  will 
be  forgotten.  Jesus  said:  "  And  why  call 
ye  me,  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things 
which  I  say?  "   (Luke  6:46). 

Here  is  another  inspiring  thought.  It 
was  copied  from  a  panel  on  the  wall  in  the 
chapel  at  Stanford  University  : 

There  is  no  narrowing  so  deadly  as  the 
narrowing  of  man's  horizon  of  spiritual 
things.  No  worse  evil  could  befall  him 
in  his  course  on  earth  than  to  lose  sight 
of  heaven  ;  and  it  is  not  civilization  that 
can  prevent  this ;  it  is  not  civilization 
that  can  compensate  for  it.  No  widen- 
ing of  science,  no  possession  of  abstract 
truth,  can  indemnify  for  an  enfeebled 
hold  on  the  highest  and  eternal  truth  of 
humanity. 

What  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
his  soul? 

But  some  one  will  say:  "  Are  we  not 
living  in  the  most  enlightened  age  the  world 
has  ever  seen?  Is  it  not  true  that  great 
progress  is  being  made  to  lessen  the  bur- 
dens and  increase  the  happiness  of  man?  " 
Yes,  this  is  true  in  regard  to  many  material 
things.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in 
mechanics,  chemistry,  physics,  surgery,  and 
other  things.  Men  have  built  great  tele- 
scopes that  have  brought  the  hidden 
galaxies  to  view.  They  have,  by  the  aid 
of  the  microscope,  discovered  vast  worlds 
of  micro-organisms,  some  of  which  are  as 
deadly  as  are  men  towards  their  fellow 
men.  They  have  discovered  means  to  con- 
trol disease ;  they  have,  by  the  aid  of 
anesthesia,  made  men  insensible  to  pain, 
thus  permitting  major  and  delicate  opera- 
tions which  could  not  otherwise  be  per- 
formed. They  have  invented  machines 
more  sensitive  than  the  human  touch,  more 
far-seeing   than   the   human   eye.  They 

have  controlled  elements  and  made  machin- 
ery  that   can    move   mountains,    and    many 
(Continued  on  page  146.) 
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RICHES 


By  ROE  FULKERSON 


I    REFUSE  your  million  dollars. 

I   That  seems  to  require  some  explanation. 

The  explanation  is  that  I  am  already  rich. 

Just  outside  my  window,  a  gentleman 
mocking  bird  is  tip  tilting  and  balancing 
himself  on  the  frond  of  a  coconut  palm. 
The  breeze  is  waving  the  palm  frond  and 
he  has  to  use  his  wings  to  hold  his  perch. 
This  in  no  way  interrupts  the  song  he  is 
singing  to  his  wife,  who  is  feeding  four 
fuzzy  youngsters  in  a  lime  tree  nearby.  She 
works  ;  he  sings  to  her  ! 

While  I  watch  him,  my  four  and  a  half 
year  old  daughter  comes  around  the  corner 
of  the  house  carrying  a  small  pan  of  mash. 
She  is  followed  by  three  yellow,  waddling, 
fluffy  balls  which  hope  some  day  to  grow  up 
to  be  ducks.  She  sits  down  on  the  grass 
with  the  pan  in  her  lap  and  the  three  little 
gluttons  sit  down  in  the  pan  and  gobble  up 
the  mash. 

The  trill  of  the  mocking  bird  and  the 
peeping  of  the  baby  ducks  is  interrupted  by 
another  whistle.  Down  the  street  comes  a 
barefooted  boy  with  a  long  cane  fishing  pole 
over  his  shoulder.  He  is  headed  for  the 
dock  to  save  some  fish  from  a  watery  grave. 

Tally,  our  cocker  spaniel,  comes  in  to  get 
a  pat  on  the  head,  and  sits  down  on  the  rug 
to  lazily  scratch  a  flea.  He  gives  it  up  as 
a  poor  job,  sighs  heavily  and  goes  to  sleep, 
leaving  the  flea  to  dine  undisturbed. 

My  wife  comes  in  with  a  gardenia  she 
has  just  picked  for  my  buttonhole.  When 
I  tell  her  to  get  out  because  I  am  busy,  she 
laughs  derisively.  After  all  these  years  we 
have  been  married,  she  is  still  unable  to 
understand  that  sometimes  I  am  working 
hardest  when  I  am  just  sitting  looking  oiu 
the  window. 

The  mocking  bird's  conscience  got  him  at. 
last  and  he  flew  down  to  the  ground,  picked 
up  a  caterpillar  and  flew  back  to  the  lime 
tree  to  feed  it  to  his  four  children.  Now 
he  is  back  on  the  palm  frond   singing  his 


own  praises,  much  like  the  average  man. 

A  preacher  talked  to  our  Kiwanis  club  a 
few  weeks  ago.  He  told  of  the  beauties 
of  our  town,  and  among  other  things  men- 
tioned the  great  number  of  mocking  birds 
we  have.  He  said  these  were  so  numerous 
around  the  parsonage  that  many  times  he 
had  to  go  out  and  throw  stones  at  them  be- 
cause their  singing  interfered  with  his  con- 
centrations on  the  sermon  he  was  preparing. 
That  statement  is  my  excuse  for  not  going 
to  hear  him  preach.  I  don't  want  to  listen 
to  a  sermon  that  the  song  of  a  mocking  bird 
can  interrupt. 

But  to  get  back  to  that  million  dollars.  I 
absolutely  refuse  it ! 

I  went  down  to  the  bank  this  morning  and 
cashed  a  small  cheque  to  pay  the  odd  job 
man  who  mows  our  lawn,  and  now  I  have 
several  dollars  left  that  I  have  no  use  for. 

There  are  fifty  men  in  our  Kiwanis  club 
and  I  can  call  every  man  of  them  a  real 
friend.  I  like  them  and  they  like  me.  I 
have  other  friends  here  in  our  little  town 
who  like  me  and  like  my  wife,  and  we  dance 
together,  cook  breakfast  on  the  beach,  go 
swimming,  and  picnicking,  and  now  and 
again  dress  up  in  our  party  clothes  and  go 
to  the  nearby  city  to  a  night  club. 

What  would  I  do  with  your  million  dollars 
if  I  accepted  it?  Would  I  want  to  buy 
more  mocking  birds,  more  ducks,  have  more 
dogs,  more  children  or  a  couple  of  additional 
wives?  The  answer  is  that  I  would  not 
add  to  any  of  the  these  riches  I  already  have. 
Three  ducks  are  enough.  I  know  if  I  had 
more  wives  or  more  children,  they  just 
simply  could  not  be  as  nice  as  the  ones  I 
already  have,  and  I  would  be  disappointed 
in  them. 

(Continued  on  pagf  144.) 
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The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 

ON  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  of  September,  1823,  after  I  had  retired  to  my  bed 
for  the  night,  I  betook  myself  to  prayer  and  supplication  to  Almighty  God  for 
forgiveness  of  all  my  sins  and  follies,  and  also  for  a  manifestation  to  me,  that  I  might 
know  of  my  state  and  standing  before  Him;  for  I  had  full  confidence  in  obtaining  a 
divine  manifestation,  as  I  previously  had  done. 

While  I  was  thus  in  the  act  of  calling  upon  God  I  discovered  a  light  appearing 
in  my  room,  which  continued  to  increase  until  the  room  was  lighter  than  at  noon  day, 
when  immediately  a  personage  appeared  at  my  bedside,  standing  in  the  air,  for  his  feet 
did  not  touch  the  floor. 

He  had  on  a  loose  robe  of  most  exquisite  whiteness.  It  was  a  whiteness  beyond 
anything  earthly  I  had  ever  seen  ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  earthly  thing  could  be 
made  to  appear  so  exceedingly  white  and  brilliant.  His  hands  were  naked,  and  his  arms 
also,  a  little  above  the  wrists ;  so,  also,  were  his  feet  naked,  as  were  his  legs,  a  little 
above  the  ankles.  His  head  and  neck  were  also  bare.  I  could  discover  that  he  had 
no  other  clothing  on  but  this  robe,  as  it  was  open,  so  that  I  could  see  into  his  bosom. 

Not  only  was  his  robe  exceedingly  white,  but  his  whole  person  was  glorious  beyond 
description,  and  his  countenance  truly  like  lightning.  The  room  was  extremely  light, 
but  not  so  very  bright  as  immediately  around  his  person.  When  I  first  looked  upon 
him  I  was  afraid ;  but  the  fear  soon  left  me. 

He  called  me  by  name,  and  said  unto  me  that  he  was  a  messenger  sent  from  the 
presence  of  God  to  me,  and  that  his  name  was  Moroni ;  that  God  had  a  work  for  me 
to  do  ;  and  that  my  name  should  be  had  for  good  and  evil  among  all  nations,  kindreds, 
and  tongues,   or  that  it  should  be  both  good  and  evil  spoken  of  among  all  people. 

He  said  there  was  a  book  deposited,  written  upon  gold  plates,  giving  an  account  of 
the  former  inhabitants  of  this  continent,  and  the  source  from  whence  they  sprang.  He 
also  said  that  the  fulness  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  was  contained  in  it,  as  delivered  by 
the  Saviour  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  ; 

Also,  that  there  were  two  stones  in  silver  bows — and  these  stones,  fastened  to  a 
breastplate,  constituted  what  is  called  the  Urim  and  Thummim — deposited  with  the 
plates;  and  the  possession  and  use  of  these  stones  were  what  constituted  "  seers  "  in 
ancient  or  former  times  ;  and  that  God  had  prepared  them  for  the  purpose  of  translat- 
ing the  book. 

After  telling  me  these  things,  he  commenced  quoting  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Testament.  He  first  quoted  part  of  the  third  chapter  of  Malachi,  and  he  quoted  also 
the  fourth  or  last  chapter  of  the  same  prophecy,  though  with  a  little  variation  from 
the  way  it  reads  in  our  Bibles.  Instead  of  quoting  the  first  verse  as  it  reads  in  our 
books,  he  quoted  it  thus  : 

For  behold,  the  day  cometh  that  shall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and 
all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  burn  as  stubble;  for  they  that  come  shall  burn  them, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  that  it  shall  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch. 

And  again,  he  quoted  the  fifth  verse  thus: 

Behold,  I  will  reveal  unto  you  trie  Priesthood,  by  the  hand  of  Elijah  the  prophet, 
before  the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord. 

He  also  quoted  the  next  verse  differently  : 

And  he  shall  plant  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  the  promises  made  to  the  fathers, 
and  the  hearts  of  the  children  shall  turn  to  their  fathers;  if  it  were  not  so,  the 
whole  earth  would  be  utterly  wasted  at  his  coming. 
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In  addition  to  these,  he  quoted  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Isaiah,  saying  that  it  was 
about  to  be  fulfilled.  He  quoted  also  the  third  chapter  of  Acts,  twenty-second  and 
twenty-third  verses,  precisely  as  they  stand  in  our  New  Testament.  He  said  that  that 
prophet  was  Christ ;  but  the  day  had  not  yet  come  when  they  who  would  not  hear  his 
voice  should  be  cut  off  from  among  the  people,  but  would  soon  come. 

He  also  quoted  the  second  chapter  of  Joel,  from  the  twenty-eighth  verse  to  the 
last.  He  also  said  that  this  was  not  not  yet  fulfilled,  but  was  soon  to  be.  And  he 
further  stated  that  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  was  soon  to  come  in.  He  quoted  many 
other  passages  of  scripture,  and  offered  many  explanations  which  cannot  be  mentioned 
here. 

(This  visit  was  repeated  again  and  again — three  times  the  Angel  came  and  three 
times  delivered  the  same  message.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  youthful  Prophet  was 
cautioned  as  to  the  sacredness  of  the  records  and  his  responsibility  in  caring  for  them. 
He  was  told  of  the  grievous  judgments  that  were  to  be  poured  out  upon  the  world  by 
way  of  famine,  sword  and  pestilence.  He  saw  in  vision  the  place  where  the  records 
lay  buried  and  the  next  day  easily  walked  to  it.) 


Convenient  to  the  village  of  Manchester,  Ontario  county,  New  York,  stands  a  hill 
of  considerable  size,  and  the  most  elevated  of  any  in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  west 
side  of  this  hill,  not  far  from  the  top,  under  a  stone  of  considerable  size,  lay  the 
plates,  deposited  in  a  stone  box.  This  stone  was  thick  and  rounding  in  the  middle  on 
the  upper  side,  and  thinner  towards  the  edges,  so  that  the  middle  part  of  it  was  visible 
above  the  ground,  but  the  edge  all  around  was  covered  with  earth. 

Having  removed  the  earth,  I  obtained  a  lever,  which  I  got  fixed  under  the  edge  of 
the  stone,  and  with  a  little  exertion  raised  it  up.  I  looked  in,  and  there  indeed  did  I 
behold  the  plates,  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  and  the  breastplate,  as  stated  by  the 
messenger.  The  box  in  which  they  lay  was  formed  by  laying  stones  together  in  some 
kind  of  cement.  In  the  bottom  of  the  box  were  laid  two  stones  crossways  of  the 
box,  and  on  these  stones  lay  the  plates  and  other  things  with  them. 

I  made  an  attempt  to  take  them  out,  but  was  forbidden  by  the  messenger,  and 
was  again  informed  that  the  time  for  bringing  them  forth  had  not  yet  arrived,  neither 
would  it,  until  four  years  from  that  time ;  but  he  told  me  that  I  should  come  to  that 
place  precisely  in  one  year  from  that  time,  and  that  he  would  there  meet  with  me,  and 
that  I  should  continue  to  do  so  until  the  time  should  come  for  obtaining  the  plates. 

Accordingly,  as  I  had  been  commanded,  I  went  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  at 
each  time  I  found  the  same  messenger  there,  and  received  instructions  and  intelligence 
from  him  at  each  of  our  interviews,  respecting  what  the  Lord  was  going  to  do,  and  how 
and  in  what  manner  His  kingdom  was  to  be  conducted  in  the  last  days. 

At  length  the  time  arrived  for  obtaining  the  plates,  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  and 
the  breastplate.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-seven,  having  gone  as  usual  at  the  end  of  another  year  to  the  place  where 
they  were  deposited,  the  same  heavenly  messenger  delivered  them  up  to  me  with  this 
charge  :  that  I  should  be  responsible  for  them  ;  that  if  I  should  let  them  go  carelessly, 
or  through  any  neglect  of  mine,  I  should  be  cut  off ;  but  that  if  I  would  use  all  my 
endeavours  to  preserve  them,  until  he,  the  messenger,  should  call  for  them,  they  should 
be  protected. 
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SUNDAY    SCHOOL   SACRAMENT   GEM   AND 
CONCERT     RECITATIONS     FOR    SEPT.,    1943 

SACRAMENT    GEM. 

Help  us,   O  God,   to  realize 
The  great  atoning  saerifiee, 
The  gift  of  Thy  Beloved  Son, 
The  Prince  of  Life,  the  Holy  One. 

GOSPEL  DOCTRINE. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  ignorance." 

-  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  131,  verse  6. 

COSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man,  but  holy  men  of  God  spake 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost." — 2nd  Peter,  Chapter  1,  verse  21. 

3ENI0RS. 

".    .   .    if  ye  forgive  men  their  trespasses,  your  heavenly  Father  will  also  forgive  you." 

— Matthew,  Chapter  6,  verse  14. 

JUNIORS. 

"  Be  not  overcome  with  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good." 

— Romans,  Chapter  12,  verse  21. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from 
it." — Proverbs,  Chapter  22,  verse  6. 

PRIMARY. 

The  Heavenly  Father  loves  the  birds 
And  all  things  large  and  small, 
He  loves  each  little  boy  and  girl, 
And  watches  over  all. 


KINDERGARTEN. 

God  of  little  children, 
Father  kind  and  dear, 
Bless    our    little    playmates 
Whether  far  or  near. 
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BRANCH    TEACHERS'    MESSAGE    FOR 
•    SEPTEMBER,  1943 

SEARCH  THE  SCRIPTURES 

TO  the  Latter-day  Saints,  the  Holy  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants, and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  constitute  the  standard  works  of  the  Church.  The 
fundamental  teachings  of  the  gospel,   ancient  and  modern,  are  contained  therein. 

Our  leaders  are  constantly  urging  us  to  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully  read  these  scriptures 
that  we  may  familiarize  ourselves  with  the  word  of  the  Lord.  There  is  no  substitute  for 

these  inspired  writings.  All  the  combined  philosophies  tof  men  cannot  equal  or  replace  the 
teachings  found  in  these  sacred  records. 

We  cannot  plead  that  we  have  no  time  to  read  and   study  the  scripture.  Step  into  any 

public  conveyance  and  note  the  reading  material  in  use  by  the  patrons.  Homes  abound  in 
magazines,  newspapers  and  popular  books.  These  are  not  lying  around  because  they  enhance 
the  beauty  of  the  home.  They  are  read  by  many  of  us  who  have  no  time  for  the  study  of 
the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Scarcely  a  home  is  without  a  radio.  Many  persons  too  busy  to  study  the  scriptures  give 
hours  and  hours  of  time  listening  to  programmes  which  may  have  little  or  no  cultural  value. 

True  it  is,  that  the  reading  of  other  than  scriptural  material,  listening  to  the  radio,  and 
engaging  in  other  intellectual  pursuits  may,  and  sometimes  do,  promote  personal  develop- 
ment, but  when  these  are  permitted  to  crowd  out  our  intelligent  and  adequate  study  of  the 
scriptures  we  are  masquerading  behind  the  real  reason  for  our  neglect. 

While  it  may  appear  to  some  to  be  a  bit  old  fashioned,  it  would  undoubtedly  please  the 
Lord,  if  fathers  and  mothers  would  take  every  possible  opportunity,  or  provide  opportuni- 
ties where  they  do  not  now  exist,  to  read  a  chapter  or  two  from  the  scriptures  and  discuss 
these  with  the  members  of  their  families  at  frequent  and  regular  intervals.  If  our  sons  and 
daughters  are  to  develop  an  appreciation  and  love  for  holy  writ,  the  major  responsibilities  for 
this  training  rests  upon  parents  in  the  home. 

The  education  of  greatest  value  prepares  us  to  enjoy  life  both  here  and  hereafter.  Only 
the  holy  scriptures  provide  both  of  these  patterns.  Secular  education  is  necessary  and  vital 
but  even  this  is  incomplete  without  the  mfluence  and  the  tone  of  religious  concepts. 

Let  us  read  the  scriptures  to  our  families   and  with  our  families  regularly. 

FOUR  NOTABLE  CHURCH  WORKERS 
CLOSE  CAREERS 


(For  some  months  past  we  have  not  been 
receiving  our  regular  Church  newspaper, 
The  Deseret  News  :  therefore  much  of  our 
Church  information  has  been  received 
through  other  periodicals,  Church  and 
secular.  This  accounts  for  the  following 
delayed  death  notices.) 

Elder  George  D.  Pyper,  General  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union,  passed  away  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1943.  Brother  Pyper  had  been  ill  just  four 
weeks.  He  was  82  years  old,   and  was 

actively  engaged  in  his  work  up  to  the  time 
he  had  a  heart  attack  in  his  office  on  the 
17th  of  December.  His  was  an  active,  com- 
plete life.  Brother  Pyper  had  been  General 
Superintendent  since  1934,  a  member  of  the 


general  superintendency  for  23  years  and  a 
member  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  for  43 
years.  First  Assistant  Milton  Bennion 
has  been  chosen  as  General  Superintendent, 
with  Elders  George  R.  Hill  and  A.  Hamer 
Reiser  as  his  assistants. 

Sister  May  Green  Hinckley,  General 
President  of  the  Primary  Association  since 
December  14th,  1939,  died  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  May  2nd,  1943,  following  a  brief  ill- 
ness. Sister  Hinckley  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1885,  and  as  a  young  girl  went 
to   Utah  from  her  native  England.  She 

was  the  wife  of  Elder  Bryant  S.  Hinckley, 
formally  President  of  the  Northern  States 
Mission  of  the  Church. 

(Continued  on  page  144.) 
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Riches.— From  page  139. 

I  know  that  your  old  million  dollars 
would  not  buy  me  another  friend.  The  fact 
is  that  I  am  afraid  your  money  would  cost 
me  some  of  my  present  friends.  They  are 
mighty  nice  people,  and  every  one  of  them 
likes  to  keep  up  his  end  in  our  small 
expenditure  for  amusements.  If  I  had  all 
that  money,  I  would  want  to  throw  some 
whopping  big  parties  for  them,  and  as  they 
could  not  reciprocate,  and  being  nice  people, 
they  would  stay  away  from  me. 

If  they  stayed  away  from  me,  I  would 
have  to  associate  with  other  men  who  have 
a  million  dollars,  but  who  are  not  one-half 
as  rich  as  my  friends  and   I   are.  They 

haven't  yny  more  mocking  birds  than  we 
have,  any  more  ducks  or  wives  or  babies  or 
dogs  or  sunshine !  If  I  had  your  million 
dollars,  I  would  have  a  lot  of  money,  but 
I  wouldn't  be  a  bit  richer  than  I  am  right 
now. 

I  have  known  several  wealthy  men,  but 
I  have  never  known  one  or  them  who  was 
not  suspicious  of  his  human  contacts. 
Sycophants  and  bootlickers  congregate 
around  men  with  a  lot  of  money.  Rich  men 
come  in  contact  with  so  many  men  who  have 
an  axe  to  grind,  so  many  wolves  in  sheep's 
clothing,  that  they  suspect  every  offer  of 
friendship  and  doubt  its  sincerity. 

So  take  your  million  dollars  and  be  on 
your  way.  I  don't  want  it.  I  am  one  of 
the  world's  richest  men.  I  am  wealthy  in 
everything  that  counts.  I  do  not  want  to 
eat  more  or  drink  more.  I  do  not  want 
a  bigger  house  or  more  grounds.  I  do" 
not  want  any  more  automobiles  or  radios. 

If  I  had  a  million  dollars,  I  could  not  see 
one  thing  out  of  this  window  that  I  do  not 
see  now.  Those  drifting,  billowy  clouds 
up  there  are  just  as  white  to  me  as  they 
would  be  if  I  had  a  million  dollars,  and  the 
contrasting  blue  of  the  sky,  which  is  the 
sea  on  which  they  float,  is  just  as  azure  to 
me  as  it  would  be  if  I  had  the  fabled  wealth 
of  Midas. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  that  the  gardenia 
in  my  buttonhole  would  smell  any  sweeter  if 
I  had  a  million  dollars?  I  might  be  able 
to  buy  a  basketful  of  gardenias,  but 
wouldn't  the  odour  of  so  many  of  them  be 
a  bit  overpowering? 

There  isn't  a  millionaire  in  the  world  who 
can  see  anything  out  of  this  window  that  I 
can't  see.         There  isn't  one  of  them  who 


can  hear  the  trilling  songs  of  that  mocking 
bird  any  clearer  than   I  can.  There  isn't 

one  of  them  who  ten  more  fully  enjoy  the 
flavour  of  the  chicken  I  smell  frying  for  my 
dinner,  or  the  hot  buttermilk  biscuits  I 
know  will  be  served  with  it.  Certainly  not 
one  of  them  can  feel  the  thrill  which  comes 
to  me  from  the  touch  of  my  baby's  fingers 
on  my  face. 

No,  sir!  Take  your  million  dollars  and 
be  on  your  way  !  I  am  one  of  the  riche.-t 
men  in  this  world,  and  I  don't  need  your 
money. 

But  don't  offer  it  to  Ann  as  you  go  out. 
She  would  take  it.  She  would  buy  herself 
a  million  dollars'  worth  of  shoes. 

— From  The  Kiwanis  Magazine  by  per- 
mission of  the  author. 

Four  Notable  Church  Workers — From  page  143. 

Elder  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon,  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  died  in 
Salt  Lake  City  after  several  months  of 
serious  illness,  evidently  during  the  latter 
part  of  May  or  early  part  of  June,  1943.  (The 
date  of  death  was  not  recorded  in  the  news 
item  available.)  Elder  Cannon,  an  engineer 
by  training,  has  given  unusual  service  in  the 
business  and  financial  affairs  of  the  Church. 
He  was  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Church  for 
13  years,  before  becoming  an  Apostle.  He 
was  65  years  old  at  death.  His  wife  and 
seven  children  survive  him. 

Elder  Rudger  Clawson,  venerable  presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
died  in  his  86th  year  at  Salt  Lake  'City, 
evidently  during  the  latter  part  of  June, 
1943.  (The  date  of  death  was  not  recorded 
in      the     news     item      available.)  Elder 

Clawson 's  father  was  an  associate  of  the 
Prophet   Joseph    Smith.  He   has   served 

many  years  as  an  active  missionary,  it 
being  said  that  he  has  travelled  over 
576,000  miles  on  church  business. 

District   Highlights. — From  page  145. 

Cumorah  Sunday  School  held  a  successful 
concert  on  the  14th  of  August. 

Brother  R.  B.  (Dick)  Jakins  is  on  the 
move  again,  just  as  the  Mowbray  Branch 
was  getting  well  acquainted  with  him.  He 
is  transferred  to  Pietermaritzburg,  prior  to 
going  up-north. 

Brother  Hugh  (Buddy)  Helm,  of  the  Cape, 
was  robbed,  by  sickness,  of  a  part  in  the 
Sunday  School  play.  He  is  progressing 

nicely. 
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As  we  were  about  to  go  to  press,  we 
received  a  telegram  from  Branch  President 
Robert  J.  Doller,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "Another  son,  both 
well. — Bob."  Congratulations,  Bob  and 
Mary. 

A  happy  re -union  of  sisters,  in  the  Gospel 
and  in  the  flesh,  was  held  during  July  at 
Molteno.  Sister  Cecilia  Jubber,  of  Fern- 
creek,  Southern  Rhodesia,  not  having  seen 
her  sister  for  about.  21  years,  visited  Sister 
Anna  Shelver. 

Brother  Charlie  Shelver,  who  has  been  up- 
north  for  a  long  time,  is  now  at  a  military 
hospital  in  Pietermaritzburg.  We  pray  that 
he  will  soon  be  well  enough  to  visit  his 
parents  at  Molteno. 

Brother  and  Sister  Johannes  Stemmett,  of 
Springs,  have  now  moved  to  Benoni. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Sister 
Charlotte  M.  Hancock,  of  Durban,  has  now 
recovered  from  her  iodine  poisoning. 

Brother  Don  Vice,  of  the  Navy,  recently 
visited  his  mother  at  Margate,  and  the 
Branch  at  Durban. 

The  C.  A.  Smiths,  of  Durban,  have  had 
their  hands  full  during  the  past  month. 
Little  sister  Lorraine  and  the  twins  have 
been  very  ill.  We  pray  for  their  early 
recovery. 

Durban  Branch  will  miss  the  Charles 
Schubach  family.  They  have  moved  back 
to  the  Transvaal.  Sister  Schubach  has 
been  Durban's  organist  for  the  past  nine 
months  and  the  children  have  been  constant 
attendants  at  Sunday  School. 

Our  deepest  sympathies  are  extended  to 
two  of  our  faithful  sisters  who  recently  lost 
their  mothers.  Sister  Nielsen's  mother 
passed  away  at  Pietermaritzburg  on  the  6th 
of  August.  Elsie  is  now  having  a  short 
rest  with  her  sister,  Sister  Donly,  at  Johan- 
nesburg. Sister  Muriel  Groves'  mother 
passed  away  at  Johannesburg  on  the  10th 
of  August. 

Branch  President  I.  C.  Louw,  of  Springs, 
has  been  kept  on  the  move  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  transferred  to  Vereeniging 
for  a  short  time  and  now  to  Pretoria. 
Good  thing  for  Springs  that  Brother  Reafer 
is  still  on  the  job.  Sister  Louw  and  their 
children  have   gone  to   East  London  for  a 


two  months'   holiday,   during   ley's  running 
about. 

District  President  Norman  G.  Muir  had 
an  interesting  and  welcome  visitor  recently 
in  the  person  of  Brother  Thomas  Zuivan,  a 
member  from  The  Hague,  Holland.  He 
was  evacuated  during  the  invasion,  spent 
some  time  in  England,  later  joined  the 
Netherlands  Army  Air  Force  as  a  wireless 
operator,  sent  to  Java,  to  New  Guinea, 
visited  New  York  and  had  the  opportunity 
of  calling  on  Elders  Black  and  Whittaker 
(formally  of  the  South  African  Mission)  and 
is  now  on  a  short  leave  in  Johannesburg. 
We  wish  him  the  very  best. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Sister 
Elizabeth  Brummer,  Sr.,  of  Waterval,  has 
recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of  the  'flu. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  learn  that  Sister 
Eddie  Muir,  wife  of  the  Transvaal  District 
President,  is  now  on  the  improve. 

The  Transvaal  Genealogical  Society  held 
a  successful  dance  on  the  6th  of  August,  and 
the  Ramah  Mutuals  held  a  very  fine  social 
on  the  3rd.  Ramah's  Musical  Department 
will  conduct  a  <  variety  concert  on  the  3rd  of 
September  to  assist  in  raising  funds  for  then- 
Chorus,  and  the  Sunday  School  officers  are 
planning  their  Christmas  concert  for  early 
in  October.  The  Transvaal  is  surely 
living  up  to  their  slogan  "  Activity  Means 
Growth." 

The  Transvaal  District  Presidency,  three 
strong,  are  visiting  each  Branch  of  their 
district  at  least  once  a  month.  The 
Branches  are  enjoying  the  contact. 

Sister  Alice  Cook  and  daughter  Joyce 
have  now  moved  into  Johannesburg  from 
Benoni. 

Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  of  Bloemfontein, 
reports  that  his  son  Harry  (our  M.M.) 
spent  his  embarkation  leave  at  Bloemfon- 
tein ;  that  son  Syd  is  now  stationed  at  the 
Bloemfontein  Flying  School  and  that  son 
Dick,  who  has  been  in  the  hospital  for  some 
time,  has  now  been  discharged  and  expect- 
ing to  be  released  from  the  army  soon. 
Brother  Spear  also  reports  that  Brother 
Sam  Rayner,  now  stationed  at  Bloemfon- 
tein, is  recovering  from  a  bad  attack'of  the 
'flu. 

(Continued  on  preceding  page.) 
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The   Hardest  Thing. — From  page  134. 

reward     have    ye?     do    not    even     the 
publicans  the  same? 

What  a  difficult  assignment  this  is,  and 
yet  how  in  accord  with  reason.  Envy  for 
envy,  hate  for  hate,  bitterness  for  bitter- 
ness 'can  never  produce  happiness.  When 
we  have  learned  to  return  good  for  evil — 
when  we  can  feel  love  for  those  who  hate 
us,  if  any  there  be — when  we  can  say  in  our 
hearts  of  those  who  would  be  our  enemies, 
"  Father  forgive  them  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do ;  "  then  we  become  Christlike. 

Finally  to  the  Christian  it  is  said:  "  Be 
ye  perfect  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect."  This  seems  to  be  a 
requirement  almost  beyond  possibility.  But 
think  you  the  great,  wise  Master  of  all 
would  set  for  man  a  goal  impossible  of 
achievement?  Mortal  man  is  weak,  un- 
taught and  untrained.  He  gropes  in  the 
dark,  feeling  and  finding  his  way  on  a  hard, 
rough  road  of  adventure.  But  he  need  not 
walk  alone.  If  he  will,  he  may  draw  upon 
an  unlimited  source  of  light  and  power  that 
will  make  possible  his  rising  from  every  fall 
and  will  guide  him  through  the  maze  of  life 
to  a  straight  and  well-lighted  path.  If 
man  will  continually  call  upon  this  never- 
ending  Source  of  Strength  and  ever  exert  his 
own  powers  to  overcome  evil  and  do  good 
and  obtain  truth,  he  may  become  perfect  in 
his  own  sphere.  Then  with  an  eternity  of 
such  endeavour  and  its  attending  progress 
why  should  we  not  in  the  distant  eons  be- 
come perfect  as  his  "  Father  in  heaven  is 
perfect?  " 

But  it  is  only  by  constantly  doing  the 
hard  to  do  that  perfection  can  come.  We 
all  sense  this  truth  as  applying  to  things 
physical.  Exerfcise  makes  for  strength ; 
pioneering  developes  power ;  luxury  and 
ease  tend  toward  weakness  and  decay.  The 
setting  and  achieving  of  high  and  difficult 
goals  makes  the  accomplished  athlete.  It 
is  just  as  true  intellectually,  morally  and 
spiritually.  It  was   for  this   reason   that 

Adam  and  Eve  were  not  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  A  world  without 
effort  could  never  be  a  world  of  virility  and 
power. 

Hence  Christian  requirements  are  hard  to 
meet  and  the  Christian  life  is  the  hard  life 
to  live;   yet   it   is   the   most   satisfying  life, 


for  it  offers  as  reward  all  that  man  can  com- 
prehend as  being  desirable.  It  is  con- 
stantly sweetened  by  the  nectar  of  success 
and  noble  accomplishment ;  and  an  ever 
receding  and  ever  higher  goal  feeds  and 
fosters  the  divine  urge  for  further  achieve- 
ment. 

"Blessed  is  the  Nation  whose  Cod  is  the  Lord." 

— From  page  138. 
other  things  have  they  done  too  numerous 
to  mention.  Yes,  this  is  a  wonderful  age. 
However,  all  of  these  discoveries  and  in- 
ventions have  not  drawn  men  nearer  to 
God !  Nor  created  in  their  hearts  humility 
and  the  spirit  of  repentance,  but  to  the 
contrary,  to  their  condemnation.  Nearly 
everything,  it  seems,  which  has  been  given 
that  should  be  a  blessing  to  men,  has  been 
turned  to  evil.  Many  of  these  dis- 
coveries and  inventions  are  now  being  used 
to  bring  destruction  to  the  human  race. 
They  are  being  used  in  the  most  cruel,  most 
inhuman,  godless  war  this  world  has  ever 
seen.  They  are  employed  by  criminals  to 
aid  them  in  their  crimes,  by  the  ambitions 
in  their  efforts  to  destroy  the  agency  of 
man,  and  by  despots  who  are  endeavouring 
to  subjugate  the  world  to  an  unholy,  wicked 
rule. 

Faith  has  not  increased  in  the  world,  nor 
has  righteousness,  nor  obedience  to  God. 
What  the  world  needs  to-day  is  to  draw 
nearer  to  the  Lord.  We  need  more  humble, 
abiding  faith  in  our  Redeemer,  more  love 
in  our  hearts  for  our  Eternal  Father  and 
for  our  fellow  men.  Yes,  this  is  a  good 
time,  a  vital  time — if  we  are  to  survive  the 
forces  of  evil — for  every  man  to  forsake  the 
paths  of  sin  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  who 
will   abundantly   pardon.  If  we  will   do 

this,  we  may  in  confidence  call  upon  the 
Lord  and  He  will  be  near.  He  will  help 
us  fight  our  battles  to  cleanse  the  world  of 
despotism  and  make  it  a  fit  abode  for  all 
who  love  the  principles  of  truth  and 
righteousness. 

"  Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the 
Lord  "  (Psalms  33:12).  Let  us  make  our 
nation  all  that  it  was  destined  to  be,  and 
this  will  come  if  we  will  humble  ourselves 
and  learn  to  be  obedient  to  divine  law. 

May  the  peace  and  blessings  of  the  Lord 
be  ours,  I  humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 
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Gossip. 

A  person  with  a  sense  of  rumour. 
The  Newer  Ethics. 

"  Tommy! — Helen! — if  you  children  don't  stop 
quarreling  and  agree,  I  shall  have  to  take  your 
pie  away." 

"  But,  mother,  we  do  agree!  Helen  wants 
the  biggest  piece,  and  so  do  I." 

□  Q 

Looking  Ahead. 

"  I  wish  you  fellows  wouldn't  call  me  Big  Bill 

any  more." 

"  Why,   what's   bad   about  that   moniker?" 
"  These  college  nicknames   stick  through   life, 

and  egad,  I'm  studying  to  be  a  doctor." 

□  Q 

Enough  For  One. 

"  Do  you  think  you  could  live  on  a  salary  of 
£4  a  week,  honey?  " 

"  Sure,  I  could,  darling,  but  what  will  you 
do?  " 

o    □ 

Bird  of  Another  Feather. 

Down  South  (in  the  United  States)  a  short 
cotton  crop  forces  a  large  number  of  county 
negroes  to  the  cities.  One  of  them  applied 
for  a  job  at  one  of  the  large  employment 
agencies. 

"  There's  a  job  at  the  Eagle  Laundry,"  said 
the  man  behind  the  desk.        "  Want  it?  " 

The  applicant  shifted  uneasily  from  one  foot 
to  the  other. 

"  Tell  you  how  it  is,  boss,"  he  said  finally,   '    I 
sure  does  want  a  job  mighty  bad,  but  the  fack 
is,  I  aint  never  washed  a  eagle." 
□    □ 

Which  Current? 

Mister:  "Dear,  I  hoped  you  would  give  me 
an  electric  razor  for  my  birthday." 

Missus:    "Well,    honey,    I   wanted   to,    but    J 
didn't  know  if  your  face  was  AO  or  DC." 
e    b 

Nothing  New. 

"  In  New  York,"  said  an  American  soldier, 
"  they  have  a  company  that  does  nothing  but 
answer  calls  for   other  people." 

"  I've  been  doing  that  for  several  years  my- 
self," replied  President  Folland,  father  of  three 
good-looking  daughters. 


Taking  No  Chances. 

Doc  Robinson  (as  "  Uncle  Arvy  "  opended  his 
purse)  :  "  No,  no,  don't  bother  to  pay  me 
in  advance." 

"Uncle  Arvy"  :  "  I'm  not.  1  was  just  count- 
ing  my   monev   before   vou   give   me   gas." 

□  '  o 

Sad. 

"  What's  the  matter  with  that  young  Scotch 
college  student?  " 

"  Oh,   he  just  got  a    shine  and  then   remem- 
bered thev  were  his  room-mate's  shoes." 
Q     □ 

The   High   Cost  of   Living. 

And  now  we  are  being  told  of  the  Scotchman 
wlio  refused  to  take  a  shower  bath  just  because 
it  soaked  him  too  much. 

□  □ 

All   Handwork. 

City  Cousin  (showing  off)  :  "  Yes,  sir,  every 
picture  in  our  house  is  hand-painted." 

Country  Cousin:  "Huh!  That's  nothing. 
So's  our  barn." 

□  Q 

Indisputable  Proof. 

Neighbour  Girl  :  "  What  is  the  new  baby  at 
your  house,   a  boy  or  girl?  " 

Small  Brother '  (disgustedly) :  "Aw,  I  guess 
it's  a  girl.       I  saw  'em  use  powder  on  it." 

□  e 

There  was  a  Reason. 

Wife  (in  back  seat):  "Henry,  dear!  You 
mustn't  drive  so  fast!  " 

Husband:   "  Why  not?  " 

Wife:  "The  motor  policeman  who  has  been 
following  us  won't  like  it." 

□  a 

Just  a   Memory. 

Mrs.  A.  :  "I  suppose  you  carry  a  memento 
of   some   sort  in   that   locket   of   yours?  " 

Mrs.  B.  :  "  Yes,  it  is  a  lock  of  mv  husband's 
hair." 

Mrs.   A.  :    "  But  your  husband  is  still  alive." 

Mrs.   B.  :   "  Yes,  but  his  hair  is  gone." 
CD     B 

A   Confession. 

"  My  wife  has  been  nursing  a  grouch  all 
week." 

"  Had  a  cold,  have  you?  " 
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SELF- DISCIPLINE 

ALL  our  sufferings  in  this  life  are  for  our  good  that  we  may  learn  the  contrast  be- 
tween good  and  evil.  Jesus  descended  below  all  things  that  He  might  rise  above 
all  things.  All  men  who  receive  the  same  glory  must  abide  the  same  law.  Some  are 
alarmed  because  so  many  of  my  family  are  sick.  I  have  as  good  a  right  to  be  sick 
as  anybody.  I  do  not  wish  to  escape  affliction,  sickness,  pain,  or  sorrow  any  more 
than  others  escape  them  ;  for  if  we  make  a  right  use  of  them  they  will  return  to  us  in 
blessings.  I  made  up  my  mind  years  ago  to  be  governed  by  certain  principles.  I 
resolved  that  I  would  never  be  controlled  by  my  passions,  by  women,  nor  by  anger,  but 
that  I  would  govern  myself.  This  resolution  I  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  in  my 
life. — Brigham  Young. 

Self-control  is  the  only  sure  evidence  of  personal  courage ;  it  is  the  only  means 
through  which  personal  powers  of  endurance  and  thought  may  be  centered  upon  any 
object ;  it  is  the  only  possible  way  to  maintain  confidence  and  secure  the  confidence  of 
one's  group. — C.M.C. 

The  life  of  self-control  is  not  grievous  but  joyous  when  we  become  accustomed  to 
it.  It  clears  the  mind  ;  it  strengthens  the  judgment ;  it  elevates  the  character.  It  is 
the  true  freedom. — Benjamin  Jowett. 

To  gain  the  spiritual  ascendency  over  ourselves,  and  the  influences  with  which  we 
are  surrounded,  through  a  rigid  course  of  self-discipline,  is  our  first  consideration,  it 
is  our  first  labour,  before  we  can  pave  the  way  for  our  children  to  grow  up  without  sin 
unto  salvation. — Brigham  Young. 

The  only  conclusive  evidence  or  a  man's  sincerity  is  that  he  gives  himself  for  a 
principle.  Words,  money,  all  things  else,  are  comparatively  easy  to  give  away;  but 
when  a  man  makes  a  gift  of  his  daily  life  and  practice,  it  is  plain  that  the  truth,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  has  taken  possession  of  him. — Lowell. 

Alas!  this  time  is  never  the  time  for  self-denial,  it  is  always  the  next  time.  Absti- 
nence is  so  mulch  more  pleasant  to  contemplate  upon  the  other  side  of  indulgence. 

— George  MacDonald. 

The  lives  of  men  who  have  been  always  growing  are  strewed  along  their  whole 
course  with  the  things  they  have  learned  to  do  without. — Phillips  Brooks. 

Self-denial  does  not  belong  to  religion  as  characteristic  of  it;  it  belongs  to  human 
life ;  the  lower  nature  must  always  be  denied  when  you  are  trying  to  rise  to  a  higher 
sphere. — Beecher. 

The  first  lesson  of  Christ's  school  is  self-denial. — Matthew  Henry. 

Pure  self-denial  is  our  good  angel's  hand  barring  the  gates  of  sin. 

— Abbe  Mullois. 

The  worst  education  which  teaches  self-denial  is  better  than  the  best  which  teaches 
everything  else,  and  not  that. — John  Sterling. 

Only  the  soul  that  with  an  overwhelming  impulse  and  a  perfect  trust  gives  itself 
up  forever  to  the  life  of  other  men,  rinds  the  delight  and  peace  which  such  complete 
self -surrender  has  to  give. — Phillips  Brooks. 

There  never  did  and  never  will  exist  inything  permanently  noble  and  excellent  in  a 
character  which  was  a  stranger  to  the  exercise  of  resolute  self-denial. — Walter  Scott. 

It  is  certainly  much  easier  wholly  to  decline  a  passion  than  to  keep  it  within  just 
bounds  and  measures;  and  that  which  few  can  moderate  almost  anybody  may  prevent. 

— Charron 
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